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Telephone: 202.872.4310
Fax: 202.331. 1486

March 17, 1998 crcnao
3300 Three First National Plaza
Chicago, Hinois 606024283
Telephone: 312.977.4400
Fax: 3129774405

Mr. F. {'—\ndrew Turley hupdhrswahlawcom
Supervisory Attorney Writer's Direct Dial
Central Enforcement Docket 202.778.4460

Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

Re: MURA4T1
Dear Mr. Turley:

This is submitted in response to your letter of February 24, 1998, forwarding a copy of
a complaint submitted to the FEC by Mr. Michael R, Cys concerning the above-captioned
matter.

The charges raised in Mr. Cys’ letter are factually inaccurate, misleading and totally
without merit. As such, the Commission should take no action on this complaint and dismiss
it immediately.

At the outset of this response, it is important to identify the party complaining. Mr.
Cys is the campaign manager of the Fitzgerald for U.S. Senate Committee. He apparently
believes that when the Fitzgerald campaign needs publicity -- he can create a press release and
depending on the reaction to it, convert it into 2 complaint with the FEC. Attached is a copy
of the press release authored by Mr. Cys that was converted into the complaint referenced by
your February 24 letter (Exhibit 1.) For the purpose of those press release/complaints, Mr.
Cys is less interested in fact than he is in press coverage. It is unfortunate that the Fitzgerald
for Senate Committee believes that it should use the FEC process to bolister their campaign
efforts. Moreover, it is particularly disturbing that as part of the Fitzgerald U.S. Senate
Committee’s desperate attempt to obtain press coverage, they have maligned the owners and
employees of American Sightseeing Tours.

The entire package submitted by Mr. Cys is suspect. With his letter, he includes a
document entitled, “The Loleta Cruiser, Who Paid For It.” He describes this document as “a
true and complete copy of which is attached hereto as Group Exhibit ‘A.”” A true and
complete copy of what? This document was produced by Mr. Cys and the Fitzgerald for U.S.
Senate Commitiee to support a fictitious argument. It offers no facts.
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The complaint is based upon the use of a bus by the Didrickson for U.S. Senate
Committee (“Committee”). The bus was leased by the Committee from American
Sightseeing Tours. In order to find a bus for use on various days over a several month period,
Committee officials contacted a number of bus companies to secure the best arrangement.
The Committee decided to accept the proposal submitied by American Sightseeing Tours.
The contractual arrangement with American Sightseeing Tours was as follows:

Use of bus for 12-hour day $ 500.00 per day'
Add’l Hour above 12 hours 40.00 per hour

% * ¥
Advertising Fee for “Wrapped Bus” 3,360.00 per month

(Monthly charge for advertising whether or not bus was used by Committee)
(See Exhibit 2 for the American Sightseeing Tours Advertising Invoices.)

The Committee paid separately for the signage on the bus. The signs were prepared by the
Ace Sign Company at a cost of $4,040.00. (See Exhibit 3). The Committee also paid to have
the signs removed. (See Exhibit 4).

The Committee utilized the bus for a total of six days from November through
February 18, 1998. Those six days were:

November 5-8, 1997; February 7 and February 14, 1998

(The inveices for those six days are attached as Exhibit 5),

Except for those six days, on all other days during the months of November,
December, January, and February, the bus was in the possession of American Sightseeing
Tours.? It is the Committee’s understanding that American Sightseeing leased the “wrapped’
bus to other clients during that same period of time.

! in arranging for a contractual rate for the daily use of the bus, the Committee had two options -- pay a
fee for a 24-hour daily rental or pay for the standard 12-hour bus rental rate with an additional charge for each
hour the bus was used over 12-hours on any given day. Since the Committee planned to use the bus less than 12
hours on most days, the 12-hour fee option was selected.

z In the Cys press release, he claims that the Committee should pay for the bus even on days it did not
use it. This is a totally ludicrous claim that is inconsistent with industry practice.
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The agreement between the Committee and American Sightseeing was canceled
effective on February 19, 1998. (See Exhibit 6).

The agreement entered into between the Commitiee and American Sightseeing was
consistent with standard industry agreements. Advertisers of all kinds frequently place ads on
a bus and pay a set monthly fee, regardless of whether they use the bus or not. The fee is for
advertising. It is standard industry practice to charge separate fees for use of a bus as opposed
to fees charged for advertising on that bus. The advertising on the bus does not prevent use of

the bus,

As to the question raised concerning the reporting of the November American
Sightseeing Tours” bill, that bill was reported and paid. As can be seen from the attached
letter from Wolf & Company, CPA’s for the Committee, the failure to report some accounts
payable was an inadvertent oversight that was corrected. (See Exhibit 7).

It is unfortunate that some believe that campaign tactics shouid include false and
misleading charges. In this case, the Fitzgerald for U.S. Senate Committee has taken those
tactics a step further by attempting to utilize the FEC to be part of that effort. On behalf of the
Committee, we thank you for your quick attention to this matter and trust that the information
provided will allow you to dismiss the complaint and move on to real issues.’

Please cail if you have any questions or need any additional information.

Sincerely,

Eduisd P Fobne-

Edward P. Faberman

Enclosures
ce Jennifer H. Boyt, Esquire

! In Mr. Cys' letter, he also states that the bus invoice was sent to the Iilinois State Comptroller’s office
and as a result he speculates that “the contract was signed for by Loleta Didrickson in her official capacity.” M.
Cys again has difficulty in separating fact from fiction. Although the contract was inadvertently sent to the
Comptroller’s office, it was immediately forwarded to the campaign headquarters where it was processed. After
that date, all correspondence was sent to the campaign headquarters. As can be seen by the attached invoices,
those invoices were mailed to the Commitiee.




EXHIBIT 1

TUS,

Illeaa! Lolemcmnw N pry—— campalgy

mmn....mmmmwmmwmmsxmm
campaign contribution and breliss feders eloction laws by filing to report & bright rad, sheinks
WMMFW&rMWMMﬂﬁkmMymMWM
the Fodeza) Eloction Commission In Woshington.

A Dally Hersld investigation 1gst wock tunsed up evidence that the Didrickson campaign
bad 10f teporied on its Federal Blection Comnission disclozure foems any expenecs for th
$24,000 per month loxury cviser bus Dideickson has boen using on ber campaign sincs at leass
last November, “Didrickson’s sooaptance of this iilegal corpozale canpaign sontricution, and her
szbaoquent faihure to repoyt it, is ipexonsable,” sald Filzgorald. “Her campalgn has had the bus
sinoe Novembes and, soconfing 10 her campsign seporss, sho hes sever pald o dims foc it, No
othar customer could walk in off the sirsas and uas that bus exciustvely for tres-codahalf
mwﬂwmmwumm:wmudmammm
violation of foderal campaign law.”

Laat waek, e Didrickson for Sensts cempaign isssed conflictiog stisements sboot f
bus. Initially, Dideickeon stid thers was oting wrong with tha fack that no payment appeaned on
bee Seaste campaign Sinsoce report. Laioy, the campaign suid the bill had heen mistakeoly
submitied foc paymest t fis staty Comptroller's office. Sl fater, the campaign's accountt
issued o sentement tnking the biame for s error and esid e Didricison cxmpaign would pey the
cost of s bux and issuc an smended FEC disclosure form, Ay of Mosday morsizg, oo FEC
smendment had beep fled,

. Incredibly, aifsough the bus hes bee shink-wrapped end ot asids fr hor exckive use
sinos November, once sha was catight by the Daily Hersld, Dideickson clalmad she only hias %
pey foc G2 days she sctunlly drowe it. Ths complaint will sesk to compol her to pay fir assdeet
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valua for tha bus for the entire pariod it has been under ber control, The complaint will also sock

the impoition of finss in the emovnt doubls the legal corposess contrisution.

“Didrickson ls runnisg n Wegal operation and we will contiass t make hee sccount for
her fflagal activities,” e2id Fitegarald. “The Didrickeon cempalga hus not Gled an smanded
Faderal Elecion Comanlasion repest disclosing the bus, Her campaign ofill s pos released ths
mmmmmmmmwmmmmwmnmmumu
saeicing to hide the lilega! corporate contrfwtion.”

mmmpwmwmmmmmmmm&m
m«mmmmmmmwmmdmm

“Bus companies charge enywhere between $675 and 3800 o day, vp to 526,000 & month,
for chariered twawy cruine buses phis additional chesges including ¢ $10,000 fas for drlnk-
WMWMWW‘I&WMM Asnnther $4,500 In edvartizing foes per month

The Didrickeon mmmmmmmmmmhm
westem suburbs of Chicagn, This would bring the toisl bill to asore than $122,000.

“Tksough ecntinnod use of the llegal Lolets cruiger, Didrickson is blatantly flouting the
laws,” ¢uid Pitogernld, “Wilh bor bt disrogard Rur fodars] election reguiations, Didricioaan is
begianing to make even Carcl Msseloy Breun look liks a saint.” bfossley Breum hes boen dogged
by scandsls invoiving cxmpaign finance imogularities sinca she was first elscted in 1952,

. ThaFitzgerald for Sensto campalgn is prepusiog edditional FEC eomplaints a5 well,
documenting other vislations, incliding but pot limited to, Didrickecn’s Hlegal aeo of shats
employees to promats ber Senste campsign. “We will be vary aggrewsive in litigating theoe
complaints bsfiste the PEC,” said Fitagersld, “The Didrickson campsign is & teabook exzmple of
the use of proliibitsd monsy end resuurces in o faderul electios, sad we will vigorously prosecuts

bier filegat activities. Didrickeon will bs explaining berself for yours % come.™

_ The FEC may 5ot take up $8 cade for severs] moaths but Didrickson will bo expucted 1o
fils o prompt resganes to the camplalat
Pebruary 16, 1953

Chaznes Adorss

 Fedevel Elaction Commission

999 E Street, NW
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EXHIBIT 3

Signs of All Kinds Since 1940
402 N. FOURTH » SPRINGFIELD, Il 62702 » (217) 522-8417 » FAX (217) 522-6842

Didrickson for Senate November 17, 1997

DEBITS CREDITS BALANCE
T T ST T PP C TP FGNa § (SR

Novembar 5, 1997 invoice #31642
lettered entire two sides and back of transi bus $3950.00

November 4, 1997  inveice #31952
furnished three 10"x22" podium signs 90.00

total due from above $46060.Q0

TERMS: Net upon recertt; A wenng . navr of | 1% per manth, wuh 20 ansual percEmiage e of 13% is applicable to pan dug amount.




EXHIBIT 4

$

PHONE (312) 2613100 AMERICAN SIGHTSERING TOURS IHVOIC
CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY, INC. 1 12¢
PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROE  BUITE 516 :
CHICAGO, ILLINDIS 60803
Maxoh 4, 1998
EE Mr, Jim Riemer - Didrickson For Senate
o Room 924 ~ 134 N. LaSalle St. Chicago, Il. 60602
| ff‘ - —— 1 e s — ——
R 1998 RE: Senta Campaign Service
3 FER Ramoval of Wrapped Loleta Didrickson's Bus $ 400
3 28
PAVIMENT DUS WITHIN 10 DAYS

1 1/2% PER MONTH WILL BE ADDED TO UNPAID ITEMS AFTER GUE DATE




EXHIBIT 5

PHONE (312) 251.300 AMERICAN SIGHTSEEING TOURS INvOleR
CRHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY, INC. 1 1 29 5
PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROE SUITE 515
CHICAGD, ILLINDIS 80803
March 4, 1948
Mr. Jim Riemer Dadrackson for U.5. Nenare
134 North LaSalle Streat, Suite 916, €nicago, T1l. £ub02
e -
1998 RE: Scpate Uampaign Serviece
Fep. .
07 1 bus each at contract rate.with tax $5001 00 $1,000| co
&
1%
3 PAYMENT DUE WITHIN 10 DAYS '
£ 1 1/2% PER MONTH Wil BE ADDED TO UNPAID ITEMB AFTER DUE DATE
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CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY, INC. 11247
PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROE  SUITE 515
CHICAGO, ILLINCIS 80603

Feb, 9, 1998

Mr. Jim Riemer, DIDTRICKSON FOR SENATE

Room 924 - 134 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago, Il. 60602

19937 RE: SENATE CAMPAIGN SERVICE
NOV,
5- One Bus - Daily - Contract Rate for four (4) $ 500(00 $2,00Q.00

8 continuous Days - Charter Service w/tax ;

PAYMENT DUE WITHIN 10 DAYS
1 1/2% PER MONTH WILL BE ADDED TO UNPAID ITEMS AFTER DUE DATE




EXHIBIT 6

‘a_ i
.S, s;'enate

CONTRACY CANCELLATION

Ay of February 19, 1998, the Agresment between the Loleta Didrickson for U.S. Senate
Comitics and American Sightsecing for the use of a desoreted tour bus in connection
with the campaign of Loleta Didrickson is hereby terminated. Excepting only paymens
for prior use of the bus, the paties are Imuusity refeased fom any and ail objigations
arising under this coniract,

This comracr cancellation is effective upon signawire by the parties,

American Siih\@ing

Didrickson for U S-Sena

, ﬁ&,&&g—g;;‘/@& ’ YN ile

Didrickson for US.Sencte 13N, LcAoke Sulle 924 Chicago, il 40602
312/7821%08 Fuax N2/703-1970

wwikolela08.com

Sl tual B 0Tledinsts St 135 S0 malen Femlome rss SR S R (B GA B GGG
to scitest andrepost (he hamd, FEiRg Sxons, SO 73 S el of eingirya: of inchddely whoty
conb AN eacwind SR Iy u colpndar wonet ContiZadions in fhis crsiinn o ot Pa-GRvksttithe 10F Tixderd) lrmmw 408 pITDONE.
CUryadein waV Byl 3o vl kD cosesiml
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EXHIBIT 7

o i;:.lrwmcr Brive
Wolf&Company LLp B e R
Certified Public Accountanis : 1030} 345-0000 FAX; (630) 574-7K1R
February 10, 1968

Mas. Trudy Nichol

Finzuce Director
Didrickson tor U.S. Senate
134 North LaSalle #916
Chicago 1L, 60602

Dear Trudy:

In reviewing thc Semi-annual report for Didrickson for 11 § Senate which waa filed
January 31, 1998, we have discovered that we inadvertently omitted somc accounts
payable that should have been disclosed. In avouidunce with FEC law, we are today
preparing an amendment which will fully disclose the accounts payable as of December
31, 1997.

Wao have set in placo procedurcs which will insure full disclosure of puysbles in futare
reputs.

We emphasize that there was no deliberare artempt to hida any pertinent information from
the public. As the amendment will show, the payables ar¢ of a routine nature and the
bills, which have beea paid, will be su disvlused on the FEC report 1o be issued on March
2.

We apologiza 1o the Didrickson campaign for any embarrasement our oversight may have
caused.

Sincerely,
Ve o
Jopl G. Herter

Senior Partmer
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AMERICAN SIGHTSEEING CH'CA;GQ

OPERATED BY CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY, INC. VST

PALMER HOUSE HILTON 27 EAST MONROE SUNTE 515 CHICAGO, ILLINOIS40403
(312) 251-3100 FAX (312) 261-3108 TELEX 4951607

- o

Originators of Sighfseaing in Chicago T
March 9, 1948

Mr. F. Andrew Turley .

Supervisor Attorney :

Central Enforcement Docket

Federal Election Commission

999 E Street, H.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463 /n[jﬁz l¥“075k/

Dear Mr. Turley:

We are replying with the information requested for an
alledged complaint against our bus company for rendering
services to the Loleta Didrickson's campaign headquarters.

Enclosed is a list of the invoices for the six (6) day's
usage of actual bus charters by the Campaign and the in-
voices for the advertising on our coach for November, 1997
through February, 1998.

Our contract rate per day is the normal price for services
for use up to twelve hours in the Chicago bus carriers' mar-
ket of $500.00. Additional hours of service is $40.00 per hour.

It is customary for any bus carrier to carry advertising on
its equipment and be paid for a term of service from a client
at a contracted cost.

However, it is, alsc, customary that we use and hire out to
the general public at a fixed cost a charter with advertising
on the same bus.Therefore, during the dates of November 5 to 8
and February 7 and 14, the bus was in socle use for the day

by the Loleta Didrickson's campaign. But, all other days
through today, our firm has used this coach for its other
clients and has been in possession of our coach.

Since the bus was not used by the Campaign on other dates, it
was not charged for use of the bus.

I hope this information is sufficient for a reply to this
complaint.

Sincerely,

CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY INC.
A AMERICAN SYGHYSEEING-CHICAGO

\
Ced—= WA"\K

Francis Ferrone '

Secretary-Treasurer

Enclosures: (5)




PHONE (312) 2513100 AMERICAN SIGHTSEEING TOURS " tuvoice
CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY, INC. 11] gq

PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROE SUITE 515

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 680803
Jan. 10, 1998

Mr. Jim Riemer - Didrickson for Senate

@;ﬂ "
v A
- e

sy

134 N. LaSalle St. Suite %24, Chicago, I1. 60602

v §ordt I

5 1991
£ NOV.
H : 9
..  to
~  DEC.

O

RE: ADVERTISING FOR LOLETA DIDRICKSON'S BUS

One Month's Advertising for Leleta Didrickson s $3,360
Wrapped Bus - Ebnthly Rate . :

PAYMENT DUE WITHIN 10 DAYS
1 1/2% PER MONTH WILL BE ADDED TO UNPAID ITEMS AFTER DUE DATE

00




PHone G zsts00  AMERICAN SIGHTSEEING TOURS . Mvoice

FAX (312) 251-3108 '
@2 CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY;.INC. | 11200

PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROE SUITES15

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60603
- Jan. 10, 1598

Mr. Jim Riemer - wléta Bidrickson for Senate’

Ste.924 134 North Lasalde St. Chicagb; Il. 60602

. 2 .199% | RE: ADVERTISING FOR LOLETA DIDRICKSON'S BUS

9! One Month's Advertising for Loleta Didrickson 8 $3,360 (00

- to | Wrapped Coach - Monthly Rate

I Tl

Pl T AT

Wty gyersy,
[T I R
.

o)

PAYMENT DUE WITHIN 10 DAYS
1 1/2% PEA MONTH WILL BE ADDED TO UNPAID ITEMS AFTER DUE DATE

T Lo R
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Fi Ir 53708
FAX (312) 2513108

S ———

CHICAGO SIGHTSEEENG COMPAW INc. 11247
PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROE  SUITE §15
' CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60803

Feh, 9, 1998

Mr. Jim Riemer K DIDTRICKSON FOR SENATE

Room 924 -~ 134 M. LaSalle Street., Chicago, Tl. 60602
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1998

NOV.
Sem

e — —

RE: SENATE CAMPAIGN SERVICE R(

One Bus - Daily ~ Contract Rate for four (4) S 50000 $2,004.
¢ontinuous Days - Charter Service w/tax

PAYMENT DUE WITHIN 10 DAYS
1 1/2% PER MONTH WILL BE ADDED TO UNPAID ITEMS AETER DUE DATE

e e s mm e e am J— i £ ——— B . -




PHONE (312) 251-3100 AMERICAN SIGHTSEEING TOURS
CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY, INC.

PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONHOE SUITE 5156
CHICAGQ, ILLINOIS 60603

INVOICE

11287

Peb.}l, 1998

fid 5 e 210 S05 5 {o) syak: >
7 ! Suite 924, 134 N. LaSalle St. Chicago, Il. 60602
7 1998 RE: ADVERTISING of LOLETA DIDRICKSON'S BUS

One Month's ADVERTISING for Loleta Didrickson’s
Wrapped Bus - Monthly Rate .

Pat/ Y

,....“‘,...,‘
MLl o W o

mo &y
“Hg L

O

PAYMENT DUE WITHIN 10 DAYS
1 1/2% PER MONTH WILL BE ADDED TO UNPAID ITEMS AFTER DUE DATE

$3,360 | 00
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PHONE (312) 2513100 " AMERICAN SIGHTSEEING TOURS

FAX {312) 251-3108
. CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY, INC. 1 1 29 5
' PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROE SUITE 515
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60603
March 4, 19v8
Mr. Jim Riemer Didrickson for U.S. Senate
134 NWorth LaSalle Screet, Suite 916, €hicago, IlL. 60602
3
1998 RE: Senate Campaign Service
Fen.
07 1 bus each at contract rate .with tax $500] 00 $1;QOO 00
&
14
PAYMENT DUE WITHIN 10 DAYS
1 1/2% PER MONTH WILL BE ADDED TO UNPAID ITEMS AFTER DUE DATE
PHONE (312} 251.3100 AMERICAN SIGHTSEEING TOURS wvoibe

FAX (312 251-3108
CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY, INC. 11296

PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROQE SUITE 515
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60603
March 4, 1998

Mr., Jim Riemer Diarickson for U.S. Senate

134 North LaSalle Street, Suite 916, Chicago, Lll. 60602

1998 Re: Senate Campaign
Fep.

Oy Aavertising Wrap $3,340, 00
Thru

28
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 PHONE (312) 251:3100 AMERICAN SIGHTSEEING TOURS INVOICE

FAX (312) 251-3108
CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY, INC. ) 1 1 2 9 8

PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROE SUITE 515

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60603
March 4, 199g

Mr. Jim Riemer - Didrickson For Senate

Room 924 - 134 N. LaSalle St. Chicago, Il. 60602

4 b T
R | STt

G ]

ey
o Bedi w Tledt

o

1998

FEB
28

RE: Senta Campaign Service
Removal of Wrapped Loleta Didrickson'’s Bus ' $ 400

B

PAYMENT DUE WITHIN 10 DAYS
1 1/2% PER MONTH WILL BE ADDED TO UNPAID ITEMS AFTER DUE DATE

G0




